
Late Fall Is A Great Time To Check Your Trees 
 

A tree's most significant natural enemy is wood decay, known as rot. Trees defy gravity, and they do this by con-
ducting photosynthesis and creating energy later used by the plant to generate wood which provides its structure 
and strength.  
 
Wood is comprised of cellulose, hemicellulose, and lignin. Cellulose and hemicellulose make up the wood's cell 
walls and lignin acts like a glue holding the cells together.   
 
Often, different types of wood decay fungi will dissolve all or just certain cellulose, hemicellulose, and lignin compo-
nents in trees, thus increasing the likelihood of branch or whole tree failure.   
 
While some species of trees can manage or compartmentalize wood decay well, others do not. 
 
Often, these wood decay fungi will not be conspicuous, and other times, they will. In the spring or fall or any time 
of the year, they often produce evidence of their existence.  
 
All trees should be periodically inspected for deficiencies in health and structure. But if you find a tree with a fun-
gus or fungus-like growth growing on the ground near it or protruding from it, this is direct evidence that the plant 
has some degree of decay along with some degree of strength loss. A Certified and Qualified arborist should inves-
tigate these conditions. 

The Ohio Chapter International Society of Arboriculture’s mission is to  
advance the practice of responsible tree care while promoting the benefits of trees.  

 
There are over 1,000 qualified tree experts in the state of Ohio who have passed rigorous training and testing by the 
International Society of Arboriculture to become ISA Certified Arborists. These tree care professionals have the knowledge, 
experience, and are ready to ensure your trees are in a safe, healthy, and functional condition. To find one in your area, visit 
www.trees4ohio.org. 

https://www.ohiochapterisa.org/aws/OCISA/pt/sp/trees4ohio_find-an-arborist

